
Swordfights, star-crossed lovers, and family feuds. What more could you want? Apart from a 
happy ending, that is. Based on the play by William Shakespeare. This is a pretty long one. 
Sorry. 

Two houses, both alike in dignity / In fair Verona, where we lay our scene / ...Warm up for a 
leisurely 10 minutes of writing as you contemplate the cruelty of fate. Use one word from each 
line of the prologue in whatever you write. 

You're a servant out minding your own business when -- oh snap, did that guy just bite his 
thumb at you? Oh no he didn't! Word war for 5 minutes as you trade witty insults. 

Oops. Looks like that word war just turned into a full-out street brawl. Upgrade to a 20-minute 
word war as you kick some Capulet/Montague butt. 

But The Prince of Verona is here to break up the brawl, with an ultimatum: whoever starts 
another fight will be punished with death. He takes the Capulet and Montague families off for a 
stern talking-to. Take the opportunity to edit what you just wrote for the next 5 minutes. 

Flip a coin! 
Heads = Capulet
Tails = Montague
This is your faction for the rest of the crawl. 

    Montague: In all the confusion, where has Romeo Montague gone? His parents are worried 
about their mopey teen. Romeo is off writing bad poetry to Rosaline. Seriously. Really bad 
poetry. Allow your writing to suck for 10 minutes. 

    Capulet: Meanwhile at the Capulet house, Juliet's getting ready for the masqued ball. She's 
going to be 14 in just two weeks, and she's super excited! Sprint to 100 words. 
    Capulet pt2: Turns out the very eligible and totally hot Paris will be at the ball too...and Juliet's 
Nurse is going on and on about how great he is. Are you sure you don't want to hook up with 
Paris, Nurse? Write to the next multiple of 1000 in your most purple prose as you listen to her 
wax eloquent. Seriously, does she ever shut up?
    Montague pt 2: Romeo's friends decide to crash the Capulet party to cheer him up, but 
Romeo drags his feet the whole way, uttering dire pronouncements about fate and the stars and 
doom. But they're used to his emo crap, so they humor him for 30 minutes. Seriously, does he 
ever shut up?

Romeo and Juliet lock eyes across the crowded room and boom! Love at first sight.

    Montague: As Romeo, do a Fifty-Headed Hydra as you frantically pull out all your powers of 
seduction. 
    Capulet: As Juliet, do a song sprint while you dance with Romeo. 

After the party, Romeo and Juliet are dismayed to discover that the new object of their affections 
is from an enemy family. "My only love, sprung from my only hate!"



    Montague: As Romeo, write for 15 minutes as you escape the party without being caught by 
Juliet's pissed-off cousin, evade your mocking friends, and climb a wall in order to stalk your 
new love. What? It's not like you're going to get her dad's permission to talk to her, right?
    Capulet: As Juliet, write to the next multiple of 2,000 as you gaze out from your balcony after 
the party, trying to talk yourself out of love with your family's worst enemy.

Turns out Romeo was listening in. Awkward. But the heat of the moment soon erases any 
impropriety. Capulet or Montague, sprint to 300 words as the star-crossed lovers breathlessly 
exchange vows of eternal love and promise to get married tomorrow. 

    Capulet: Write a quick 100 words as Juliet jots down a love letter to Romeo, telling him to 
meet at Friar Laurence's place to get married. 
    Montague: Romeo , Benvolio, Mercutio, and friends intercept the Nurse on her way to deliver 
the letter. Write for 15 minutes as they delay her. 
    Capulet: Juliet is not happy about the delay, and neither is the Nurse about running all over 
town all day. You have to placate her with a footrub, which takes another 10 minutes. 

Well, the day is here, and -- wow, that was an "o'er-hasty marriage" if there ever was one. Write 
as many words as you can in 2 minutes. 

Now all you have to do is wait for the wedding night! Except...is that Juliet's cousin Tybalt 
coming down the road? He looks pretty mad. 

    Capulet pt1: "Romeo, thou art a villain." Short and to the point. As Tybalt, write 100 words as 
you challenge Romeo to a duel. 
    Montague pt1: Fight your love's cousin? But I love you, man! Write for 5 minutes as Romeo 
tries to talk Tybalt down. 
    Capulet pt2: So Romeo's a coward, but it looks like his best friend is up for a fight. 10 minute 
word war as Tybalt battles Mercutio in the streets of Verona.
    Montague pt2: If Romeo won't fight, his best friend should defend his honor. 10 minute word 
war as Mercutio fights Tybalt.

Romeo tries to split them up, jumping between his best friend and his new cousin-in-law. 
Unfortunately, this only leads to Tybalt stabbing Mercutio, and it's all Romeo's fault. Write 100 
words as Mercutio gasps out his last breath, making...puns? Is he seriously making puns about 
dying? OK, man, you do you. (Bonus points if you can include a pun in there somewhere.) 

    Capulet: Oh, crap. It looks like you really screwed up now. As Tybalt, do a Fifty-Headed Hydra 
as you frantically run back to the scene to check whether Mercutio's OK. Spoiler: he's not. 
    Montague: "Sweet Juliet, thy beauty hath made me effeminate!" As Romeo, do a 5-minute 
word war as you challenge Tybalt to a duel to avenge your friend. 

Romeo kills Tybalt. If you're a Montague, sprint for 15 minutes as Romeo escapes in the 
confusion. If you're a Capulet, write to the next multiple of 1,000 as Juliet's mom makes an 
impassioned plea for justice. 

Looks like Romeo is banished and Juliet is left without a husband or a cousin. But...the Nurse 
has contrived for them to meet and consummate their marriage. Wedding night! Write for a solid 
hour as the lovers cherish their last time together.



In the morning, Juliet's parents inform her that she has to marry Paris. Remember Paris -- the 
young, eligible bachelor the Nurse was going on about? As Juliet, stand your ground and write 
500 words as you refuse to marry Paris. 

Juliet's dad plans to kick her out to the streets if she doesn't marry Paris. Write an argument or a 
string of insults into your next scene. 

Desperate, Juliet goes to Friar Laurence and demands a solution -- or she'll kill herself! Woah. 
Way to go dark there, Shakespeare. In a way that's totally not at all sinister, Friar Laurence 
describes the effects of a knock-out drug that he, you know, just happens to have lying around 
in case he needs to give it to 14-year-old girls. If you're a Capulet, write to the next multiple of 
5,000 as you take the drug and miss all the drama of the next few days. Capulets can skip 
forward in the crawl until Juliet awakens in the tomb. 

In the next scene, Mr. Capulet jokes with some minstrels and flirts with the Nurse. This scene's 
comic tone seems out of place, the new minstrels are random, the jokes are archaic, and it's 
easily cut. In honor of this scene that you'll probably never get to see in theaters or movie 
versions, go back and edit something out.

Woe, woe, woe! Juliet is found "dead" on her wedding day. As Friar Laurence, write for 5 
minutes as you explain the situation to Romeo. You give the letter to your friend Friar John. 

As Friar John, do a Fifty-Headed Hydra as you sprint to give the letter to Romeo! If you make 
500 words in five minutes, you succeed, Romeo gets the letter, and the play ends happily. No 
one dies, Juliet and Romeo elope, then divorce 3 years later because of course they do. The 
End.

If you don't make it to 500 words, which you probably won't, you find your Hydra sprint slowed to 
an earthworm crawl as plague strikes the city. Write for 30 mins as you're detained by the 
quarantine. 

Romeo gets the news of Juliet's "death." He buys some poison from the apothecary and plans 
to kill himself in Juliet's tomb, to be with her forever. Write 3% of your word count as you reflect 
on your past mistakes and the evils of gold and materialism. None of that matters now, since 
you'll soon be dead. 

Friar John finally made it back to Verona to warn Friar Laurence that he didn't deliver the letter. 
Friar Laurence tries to run to the tomb to get Juliet, but his old bones are too creaky and sore to 
move very fast. As Friar Laurence, word war for 20 minutes while you fight your arthritis. Too 
bad you don't have a potion for that.  

Romeo gets to the tomb, and -- who's this? Someone was here first? He wants to arrest 
Romeo? Fight first, ask questions later! Sprint to 100 words as Romeo kills the guy. Hang on, 
was that Paris? Well if he loved Juliet, he couldn't be that  bad. As Romeo, write another 100 
words of regret as you drag the body to the tomb. 

Do a song sprint to "My Heart Will Go On" as Romeo monologues over Juliet's body, then 
poisons himself.



Capulets! Time to join back in as Juliet wakes up. Write for 5 minutes as Juliet shakes off the 
disorientation from being "dead."

Friar Laurence tries to talk Juliet into going to a nunnery, but she's having none of it. "O happy 
dagger, this is thy sheath. There rust, and let me die!" Juliet says, plunging Romeo's dagger into 
her chest. As Juliet, Capulets write a final 100 words. 

Now that everyone's dead, the Capulets and Montagues are both really sorry it had to come to 
this. They promise to reconcile, but do one final 5 minute word war as they argue over whose 
commemorative gold statue will be better. The End. 


